


COMMITTING TO LOCAL CHURCH:

GOOD FOR US



MEANINGFULLY PART OF A

COMMITTED COMMUNITY IS

GOD’S IDEA OF WHAT IS

GOOD FOR US

BEING



The Fellowship of the Believers
42And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and 

the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43And 

awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were 

being done through the apostles. 44And all who believed were 

together and had all things in common. 45And they were selling 

their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds 

to all, as any had need. 

ACTS 2:42-47



46And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking 

bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and 

generous hearts, 47praising God and having favor with all the 

people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those 

who were being saved. 

ACTS 2:42-47



LOCAL VS. UNIVERSAL CHURCH



● The local church is visible.

● The universal church is 

currently invisible.
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● The local church is visible.

● The universal church is 

currently invisible.
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● The local church is fallible.

● The universal church will 

be perfect.



1 GOOD
FOR YOUR OWN



24And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and 

good works, 25not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of 

some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see 

the Day drawing near. 

HEBREWS 10:24-25



2 OTHERS
FOR THE GOOD OF



This is perhaps the most often overlooked reason for joining a 

church. In our proclivity to self-focus, we consider the reasons 

relating directly to us, but overlook how our membership 

relates to others.

Our belonging somewhere establishes a base from which we 

can reliably care for others. There are two sides to church 

membership, and we can’t keep others accountable for their 

good to a covenant we ourselves haven’t taken.

DAVID MATHIS



True love is not only manifest in affection and action, but also 

allegiance. We do not fully love our brothers and sisters in 

Christ if we withhold pledging our allegiance to them by 

covenanting with them in local-church life. Love doesn’t say, “I 

love these people and don’t need to covenant with them.” 

Rather, it says, “I love these people enough to covenant with 

them.”

Living the Christian life in community is more than just loose 

associations, but committing to each other to be there for each 

other when life is hard, in sickness and in sorrow.

DAVID MATHIS



3 LEADERS
FOR THE GOOD OF



26Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the 

blood of all, 27for I did not shrink from declaring to you the 

whole counsel of God. 28Pay careful attention to yourselves and 

to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, 

to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own 

blood. 29I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come 

in among you, not sparing the flock; 30and from among your 

own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away 

the disciples after them.

ACTS 20:26-30



4 THE UNSAVED
FOR THE GOOD OF



34A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: 

just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35By 

this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have 

love for one another."

JOHN 13:34-35
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