OUR PREPARATION

PRAYER

ONE HOPE




NEHEMIAH 1:4-2:5

“As soon as | heard these words | sat down and wept and
mourned for days, and | continued fasting and praying before
the God of heaven. °And | said, “O LORD God of heaven, the
great and awesome God, who keeps covenant and steadfast
love with those who love Him and keep His commandments, ¢let
your ear be attentive and your eyes open, to hear the prayer of
your servant that | now pray before you day and night for the
people of Israel your servants, confessing the sins of the people
of Israel, which we have sinned against you. Even | and my
father’s house have sinned.
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NEHEMIAH 1:4-2:5

’"We have acted very corruptly against you and have not kept
the commandments, the statutes, and the rules that you
commanded your servant Moses.

SRemember the word that you commanded your servant Moses,
saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, 1 will scatter you among the
peoples, °but if you return to me and keep my commandments
and do them, though your dispersed be under the farthest skies,
| will gather them from there and bring them to the place that |
have chosen, to make my name dwell there.’
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NEHEMIAH 1:4-2:5

°They are your servants and your people whom you have
redeemed by your great power and your strong hand. "O Lord,
let your ear be attentive to the prayer of your servant, and to
the prayer of your servants who delight to fear your name, and
give success to your servant today, and grant him mercy in the
sight of this man.”

Now | was cupbearer to the king.

2ln the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King
Artaxerxes, when wine was before him, | took up the wine and
gave it to the king. Now | had not been sad in his presence.
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NEHEMIAH 1:4-2:5

2And the king said to me, “Why is your face sad, seeing that you
are not sick? This is nothing but sadness of the heart.” Then |
was very much afraid. 3l said to the king, “Let the king live
forever! Why should not my face be sad, when the city, the
place of my fathers’ graves, lies in ruins, and its gates have been
destroyed by fire?” “Then the king said to me, “What are you
requesting?” So | prayed to the God of heaven. And 1| said to
the king, “If it pleases the king, and if your servant has found
favour in your sight, that you send me to Judah, to the city of
my fathers’ graves, that | may rebuild it.”
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JOHN PIPER

Prayer is the open admission that without Christ we can do
nothing. And prayer is the turning away from ourselves to God
in the confidence that He will provide the help we need. Prayer
humbles us as needy and exalts God as wealthy.
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DEUTERONOMY 7:9

Know therefore that the Lord your God is God, the faithful God
who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him
and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations...
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DEUTERONOMY 4:25-31

25“When you father children and children’s children, and have
grown old in the land, if you act corruptly by making a carved
image in the form of anything, and by doing what is evil in the
sight of the Lord your God, so as to provoke him to anger, 26l
call heaven and earth to withess against you today, that you will
soon utterly perish from the land that you are going over the
Jordan to possess. You will not live long in it, but will be utterly
destroyed. ??And the Lord will scatter you among the peoples,
and you will be left few in number among the nations where the
Lord will drive you.
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DEUTERONOMY 4:25-31

22And there you will serve gods of wood and stone, the work of
human hands, that neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell.

2°But from there you will seek the Lord your God and you will
find him, if you search after him with all your heart and with all
your soul. 3°When you are in tribulation, and all these things
come upon you in the latter days, you will return to the Lord
vyour God and obey his voice. °3For the Lord your God is a
merciful God. He will not leave you or destroy you or forget the
covenant with your fathers that he swore to them.
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1 JOHN 1:5-9

5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to
you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. °If we say
we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie
and do not practice the truth. 7But if we walk in the light, as he
is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 2If we say we
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. °If
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
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The story of every great Christian achievement
is the history of answered prayer.

E.M. BOUNDS
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