
  THE DANGER OF  

SPIRITUAL PRIDE



Then we departed from the river Ahava on the twelfth day of 

the first month, to go to Jerusalem. The hand of our God was on 

us, and he delivered us from the hand of the enemy and from 

ambushes by the way.

EZRA 8:31



They set out from Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth 

day of the first month. On the day after the Passover, the people 

of Israel went out triumphantly in the sight of all the Egyptians,

NUMBERS 33:3



5Then, at the evening sacrifice, I rose from my self-abasement, 

with my tunic and cloak torn, and fell on my knees with my 

hands spread out to the Lord my God 6and prayed:

“I am too ashamed and disgraced, my God, to lift up my face to 

you, because our sins are higher than our heads and our guilt 

has reached to the heavens. 7From the days of our ancestors 

until now, our guilt has been great. Because of our sins, we and 

our kings and our priests have been subjected to the sword and 

captivity, to pillage and humiliation at the hand of foreign kings, 

as it is today.

EZRA 9:5-11a



8“But now, for a brief moment, the Lord our God has been 

gracious in leaving us a remnant and giving us a firm place in 

his sanctuary, and so our God gives light to our eyes and a little 

relief in our bondage. 9Though we are slaves, our God has not 

forsaken us in our bondage. He has shown us kindness in the 

sight of the kings of Persia: He has granted us new life to 

rebuild the house of our God and repair its ruins, and he has 

given us a wall of protection in Judah and Jerusalem.

EZRA 9:5-11a



13“What has happened to us is a result of our evil deeds and our 

great guilt, and yet, our God, you have punished us less than 

our sins deserved and have given us a remnant like this. 14Shall 

we then break your commands again and intermarry with the 

peoples who commit such detestable practices? Would you not 

be angry enough with us to destroy us, leaving us no remnant 

or survivor? 15Lord, the God of Israel, you are righteous! We are 

left this day as a remnant. Here we are before you in our guilt, 

though because of it not one of us can stand in your presence.”

EZRA 9:13-15



O to grace how great a debtor

Daily I’m constrained to be!

Let Thy goodness, like a fetter,

Bind my wandering heart to Thee.

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,

Prone to leave the God I love;

Here’s my heart, O take and seal it,

Seal it for Thy courts above.



... for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God ...

ROMANS 3:23



22This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all 

who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 
23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and all 

are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that 

came by Christ Jesus. 25God presented Christ as a sacrifice of 

atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received 

by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because 

in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand 

unpunished— 26he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the 

present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those 

who have faith in Jesus.

ROMANS 3:22-26



21“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 

kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my 

Father who is in heaven. 22Many will say to me on that day, 

‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name 

drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 
23Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, 

you evildoers!’

MATTHEW 7:21-23
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